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X TR FH » FIEE 1 E 4 & - K595 /R Edm © 1528 (Tram Window, 6 a.m.) : the tram
rings once and the street wakes slowly / rain beads the overhead wire like strung glass / a man
folds his newspaper twice / and reads the same word again / above the shops the neon is still
asleep / a cleaner rings his bucket along the kerb / the city holds its breath and counts / three
stops, four stops, home / morning is a door left open / and we walk through it not knowing /
what the light will ask of us.
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FEL T/ VIZ RS - BIEE 6 £ 8 & © ESENAE/RBIEag - Every summer my grandmother sold
rice from a shop no wider than a tram door. She weighed it on a brass balance, sliding the small
weights with one finger, and she never let me touch them. Customers came for two catties and
stayed for an hour. When the new supermarket opened across the road, she bought a plastic
calculator and put it in the drawer, still wrapped. | asked her why. She said the brass was
enough. Last month | walked past the shop. The rice sacks are gone and the counter is a phone
repair bench, but the brass balance still hangs on the wall, polished, with a price tag on it.
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T o MAY : | said | will go. FATHER : () F5%%8) Pass me the plate. MAY : The letter says the

first term starts in September. FATHER : This one is still wet. MAY : | said | will go. FATHER :
(Rt K 3L 12 =) Is there rice left?
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